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	 Earth Team volunteers Dianne Jeans and 
Betty Schwanke assisted Conservation District 
Manager Susan Henning last spring in bringing 
Earth Week activities to 400 students at Tonkawa 
Elementary School.  Each classroom was 
involved in a unique hands-on activity.  Pre-K 
through first-grade students were introduced to 
“insect heroes” by puppet, Hopper the Frog and 
second-graders created “dirt babies” out of nylon 
hose, grass seed, and potting soil.  The children 
could hardly wait until they could give their 
babies a “haircut” as the grass sprouted and grew 
through the nylon hose.  Third-graders learned 
about trees by playing roles as the parts of a 
tree and drew a tree cookie representing their 
own age in rings of a tree trunk.  Fourth-graders 
learned about non-point source pollution using an 
Enviroscape Kit, polluting water with cocoa and 
Kool-Aid powder and brainstormed for solutions to these problems.  Fifth-graders used the scientific method as 
“environmental testing companies” to locate a toxic waste dump (lemonade powder) buried in a pan of sand using 
red litmus paper to detect acidity.  Summer Library Programs are also planned for each community in Kay County.  
	 Earth Team volunteers were recently honored at a luncheon held by the NRCS employees and Kay 
County Conservation District at the Farm Service Center.  Presentation items were given to each volunteer at the 
conclusion of the luncheon.  

Kay County Volunteers Promote Earth Week
By: Becka Redding, State Volunteer Coordinator, Oklahoma

Dianne Jeans and District Manager Susan Henning share 
“Insect Heroes” with rst-graders through a puppet named 
Hopper the Frog

Betty Schwanke helps Tonkawa second 
graders with their dirt babies

Mrs. DeBoard’s fourth-graders spray down the berglass 
model of a community showing problems with soil erosion 
and non-point source pollution



	 The NRCS National Publications and Forms Distribution Center, 
LANDCARE, welcomes Chris Radley to the LANDCARE staff.  Chris will oversee 
shipping orders for publications, forms, and NRCS National exhibits.  He has over 
10 years of warehouse and customer service experience and brings a wealth of new 
expertise to the team.
	 Growing up in a military family, Chris has traveled to many parts of the 
world.  He still enjoys traveling with his wife as they journey to many of their 
daughter's college softball games.  He also enjoys wood working and quiet times at 
home.  

You can contact Chris at 515-289-0325, ext. 101 or christopher.radley@ia.usda.gov Chris Radley

NRCS LANDCARE Welcomes Chris Radley
By: Alan Benge, Program Specialist, National Headquarters

	 Kenton Janzen, a farmer from Lorraine, Kansas, had an 
idea for a project for the Central Prairie Resource Conservation 
and Development Council in the spring of 2008.  His idea was 
for the Council’s non-profit status to work with the National 
Honor Flights Program (Honor Flights).  The Council members 
quickly realized that this was not a project that would benefit 
our land, our water, or our air, but since it was definitely 
something that could benefit the human capital, the rich history, 
and the patriotism of the region, they supported it.  Central 
Prairie RC&D Council leaders wanted to affect the manner in 
which youth and others as volunteers might achieve a deeper 
appreciation for the sacrifices many people have made for this 
nation. 
	 The Central Prairie Honor Flights, representing most of 
Kansas, was established and has taken the lead in flying World 
War (WW) II-, Korean-, and Vietnam-era veterans to see the 
memorials that honor them.  
	 Hundreds of Earth Team volunteers are spending countless hours researching trips, interfacing 
with commercial carriers, developing brochures, speaking at public meetings about the Honor Flights, and 
developing media resources with television, radio, magazines, and newspapers.  They are also seeking out 
veterans, identifying their special needs and family information, signing them up, organizing flights, keeping 
them informed, transporting them to the memorials, and delivering them safely home.  After the trip is over, 
volunteers are videotaping interviews with the veterans and assisting them with their tabloid, which involves a 
write-up of their war experiences and their post-war testimony.  They are then advancing this documentation to 
the National Archives/National Park Service and the Library of Congress.     
	 In the last six months to achieve the Council's quest of honoring our veterans by flying 750 to 
Washington in early June, 241 Earth Team volunteers in 32 Kansas counties have contributed 3,140 hours.

By M. Daniel Curtis II, RC&D Coordinator, Kansas

Earth Team Volunteers Drive the Success of the  
Honor Flights Program in Kansas

L-R: Earth Team volunteers, Louis Black, 
Larry Drescher, Vaught Duncan, and Paul 
Grace



Sebring Field Office Utilizes Earth Team Volunteers
By:  Corine Burgess, Highlands Soil & Water Conservation District, Florida

	 The word “volunteer” comes from the French word, 
“voluntaire” and is defined as “someone who works for a 
community or for the benefit of the environment primarily 
because they choose to do so.”  The Sebring Florida NRCS 
field office is fortunate to have volunteers who personify 
this definition.  
            It started at a home composting workshop a couple 
of years ago.  When the workshop participants were told that 
staff would not be able to do another workshop on home 
composting unless they got some help, several folks stepped 
forward to offer their services.  Since then, Eric Maron, 
Edward Cunningham, Gerald Hibbs, and Carl and Anna 
Fette have served the community by working hundreds 
of hours helping NRCS accomplish its goals including 
hosting another home composting workshop.  The five 
volunteers literally came up with a design, cut all the 
wood, prepared all the barrels, and even drew out a set 
of instructions for a new, improved home composter.
	 They have helped out at every special event, 
workshop, and presentation by doing everything from 
constructing a watershed model to be used by staff at 
events and schools, making bird house kits for 4-H 
kids to helping put up a temporary shed.  And they are 
currently helping with a future Mobile Irrigation Lab, 
4-H projects and a rain sensor give-a-way grant project.  
             Some Earth Team volunteers along with folks 
from the community helped celebrate Earth Day by 
helping members of the community complete the 
Lake Jackson Shoreline Restoration Project.  The 
camaraderie generated by volunteers, NRCS staff, and 
members of the community working together side by 
side, truly captured the spirit of Earth Day and National 
Volunteer Week.  
           All agreed that their feeling of 
accomplishment from putting plants in an area 
where birds will nest, fish will breed and people will 
enjoy and being able to watch the plants grow and 
the flowers bloom was the best reward of all for a 
day’s work. 
           The NRCS Sebring field office staff is proud 
of the dedicated volunteers who have committed 
their time and talents to conserving and protecting 
soil, water, and wildlife and appreciate people who 
truly care enough about our planet to take the time 
and effort to make a difference.  

L-R: Carl Fette, Ed Cunningham, Gerald Hibbs 
(holding blue barrel) and Eric Maron (black t-shirt) 
help a customer load a home composter after a 
workshop

Group of volunteers and staff gathered at the Lake 
Jackson shoreline to plant native plants on Earth Day

L-R: Gerald Hibbs (kneeling), Eric Maron, Erin 
McCarta (staff member) and Ed Cunningham 
assemble a shed



	 The Hull-York Lakeland RC&D Council in Cookeville recently 
received the Tennessee Earth Team Partnership Award.  One of their most 
important duties has been organizing and hosting the annual regional 
Envirothon contest which promotes natural resources conservation among 
high school students.  
	 Dolores Angelini, nutrition coordinator at the Granville Senior 
Center in Nameless, Tennessee, Barbara Spivey, secretary for the Macon 
County Soil Conservation District and RC&D Council Member on the Hull-
York Lakeland RC&D Council and Paul Tilton, a karate instructor at Jack 
Scott Karate Studios in Cookville, Tennessee were among more than a dozen 
fellow Earth Team volunteers that helped staff this year's annual Envirothon 
for the Hull-York Lakeland RC&D.
	 Angelini, an Earth Team volunteer since 1987 said "one of the 
greatest projects we do is the Envirothon because it gives us the opportunity 
to interact with teens who want to learn about the environment.  They are 
a delight and eager to help.  They're good kids and they deserve to be 
recognized."
	 Barbara Spivey says she "enjoys volunteering at the Envirothon 
each year because working with students is rewarding and we need to get 
them involved in protecting our land, soil and water."
	 Paul Tilton says he volunteers "because our environment needs 

to be preserved.  I think it's a privilege to 
put my time toward that.  We need to get 
more young people involved who understand 
the importance of protecting our natural 
resources."
         Tilton says his work as a karate 
instructor has something important in common 
with his volunteer work.  "You need patience.  
It takes a long time to achieve a black belt in karate, and protecting and preserving 
natural resources requires patience as well.  It doesn't happen all at once, so you need 
patience to get the word out and get more people involved."
         From the organizational meeting to the actual Envirothon contest, the Earth 

Team volunteers worked side-by-side with NRCS personnel, Soil Conservation 
District employees, community sponsors, teachers, student organizations and other 
partners.  The Earth Team volunteers truly ensure the success of the two day event.

By: Dimple Geesling, State Volunteer Coordinator, Tennessee

Barbara Spivey

Paul Tilton

Dolores Angelini

Submit your articles for the next issue of the VolunteerVoice!  Please 
limit articles to a maximum of 3/4 of a page and send jpg photos as 
a separate file.  E-mail your articles and photos to:  
venessa.homewood@ia.usda.gov  

Deadline for article submission for the next issue is August 15, 2009.

Don’t forget:  

RC&D Receives Award As Volunteers Help With Envirothon



	 Tom Pointer has been named Tennessee’s number one Earth Team 
volunteer.  Tom is a volunteer for the Hull-York Lakeland RC&D Council 
and the Putnam County Soil Conservation District. He began as an Earth 
Team volunteer in 1983, making him Tennessee’s first Earth Team member. 
State Conservationist Kevin Brown, says Pointer is a model conservationist. 
“Tom does it all. He spent more than 200 hours conducting research which 
became the basis for an educational display called a Conservation History 
of the Upper Cumberland Area.  He has also contributed immensely to the 
overall mission of NRCS, spending many volunteer hours in the field office.  
His award is well-deserved.”
	 In addition, Pointer plans, cooks, and serves at the Hull-York 
Lakeland RC&D’s Annual Fall Picnic; organizes tours of Hull-York 
Lakeland RC&D projects; and volunteers each year for the regional and state 
Envirothon. He was also instrumental in the success of the program to restore 
the American Sweet-hart Chestnut tree to middle Tennessee.  Through his 
efforts, more than 7,000 seedlings have been planted in the 14-county Hull-
York Lakeland RC&D Council area.  Congratulations Tom!

	 An Overton County, Tennessee volunteer 
organization has received a Statewide award for 
its activities promoting safety in agriculture.  The 
Progressive Agriculture Safety Day Committee of 
Livingston, Tennessee, has received the Tennessee 
Earth Team Group Award at the 65th annual 
convention of the TACD (Tennessee Association of 
Conservation Districts).  
	 The committee was formed in 1995 by 
leaders of Overton County to teach farm safety to 
children with the hope that they would share the 
information with parents and grandparents to reduce 
farm-related accidents and deaths.  
	 What began with 40 volunteers thirteen years 
ago has now grown to 225 volunteers who work 
with elementary and homeschooled students.  Committee volunteers teach farm safety on tractors and power 
take off (PTO), fire, large animal, all-terrain vehicle, electrical, first aid, power tool, and sun safety.  At the 
2008 Safety Day event, a 12-year old boy was honored by the American Legion Auxiliary with the “American 
Legion Hero’s National AwardC4004tBDC 
ving his grandfather when he was attacked by a bull.  Using techniques 
that he learned from the Progressive Agriculture Safety Day, the boy stopped the bull and used his first aid 
training to get help4tBDChis grandfather.
	 The program continues to grow and has developed from the Farm Safety Day Camp to Progressive 
Agriculture Safety Day.  Additional courses are also taught outside the scope of farming that include drug and 
household chemical safety and boating safety.

Tom Pointer , Tennessee’s very 
rst Earth Team volunteer

Progressive Agriculture Safety Day Committee         
(L-R: Darrell Beason, Chris Speck, Stanley Carter 
Jr., Regina Danner) receive award from Kevin Brown, 
Tennessee State Conservationist

Tom Pointer Receives Honors FBDCBeing 
A Model Conservationist

By: Dimple Geesling, State Volunteer Coordinator, Tennessee

Safety First
By: Dimple Geesling, State Volunteer Coordinator, Tennessee

------------------------------------------------------------------



	 Last spring during National Volunteer Week, the 
Kansas Plant Materials Center (PMC) recognized the efforts 
of all of its volunteers who have made a difference in the 
plant materials program.  “Volunteers have contributed in 
many ways,” says John Row, Plant Materials Specialist, at 
the PMC.  “Volunteers have collected hundreds of pounds 
of chestnuts that PMC staff would not have had time to 
gather during a busy fall harvest season.”  The Chestnut 
Gatherers is a group that comes in each fall to gather and 
share chestnuts.  

This helps provide yield information and chestnuts for the 
PMC’s needs such as assisting the Wheatland Resource 
and Development Office by providing seedlings for the 
William S. Key Correctional Center planting project.   		
        Opportunities also exist for individual efforts like that 
of Kansas State and Extension Forester Dr. Wayne Geyer 
who has provided assistance in collecting and analyzing 
data on woody species.  Dr. Geyer has also co-authored a 
number of plant guides and fact sheets with PMC staff. 

	 Craig’s list, a free on-line classified advertising website, can recruit 
Earth Team volunteers.  Cathy Nava, of Des Moines, is proof.  
 	 Jill Clothier, Iowa NRCS state Earth Team coordinator, frequently 
uses Craig's list to buy and sell personal items away from her job.  "I noticed 
Craig's list had a volunteer section so I posted an Earth Team volunteer ad. 
Within three weeks I had three responses.  Cathy was the first and now she is 
on board helping us," Clothier said. 
 	 Nava, a married mother of six grown children and one adopted six-
year-old, recently moved to Des Moines.  She saw Clothier's ad and said she 
wanted something to do outside of the home.   Nava contacted Clothier and 
signed up.  Nava now helps Clothier in the state office three days a week.  
She says she is very happy with her volunteer work and being a member of 
the Earth Team
 	 Clothier is pleased, too.  "I've bought and sold a lot of things on 
Craig's list,” she said, “but getting Cathy signed up as a volunteer shows my 
Earth Team ad as my most successful one yet.”

Craig’s List Recruits Earth Team Volunteers
By: Dick Tremain, Retired Public Affairs Specialist, Iowa

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

F-B: Jill Clothier and Cathy 
Nava put together NRCS 
training material

Kansas Plant Materials Center Recognizes Volunteers’ Efforts
By:  Jan Klaus, State Volunteer Coordinator, Kansas

These chestnuts are a staple for the local Korean 
population who relish the nuts and also make 
up the greatest representation of the Chestnut 
Gatherers Group (photo by Mary Shaffer)

Dr. Geyer stands by the tallest tree in the lace-
bark elm eld evaluation planting at Sheridan 
Wildlife Area (photo by Mary Shaffer)



	 Purcell, Oklahoma NRCS Earth Team 
volunteers, Pat Minton, Jaynie Dowdle, and 
Jovonna White were recently recognized for 
their exemplary conservation accomplishments 
at an “Earth Team Appreciation” open house.  
The NRCS and McClain County Conservation 
District invited all NRCS volunteers and 
residents in McClain County to attend the open 
house to honor the Earth Team volunteers.  
	 In addition to honoring its current 
volunteers, attendees were provided an 
opportunity to learn more about becoming an 
Earth Team volunteer.  The Oklahoma NRCS 
is proud of the dedicated volunteers who have 
committed their time and talents to conserving 
and protecting soil, water, and wildlife in their 
communities across the State.  

L-R: Pat Minton, Jaynie Dowdle and Jovonna White 
recognized at an “Earth Appreciation Open House” 

NRCS Recognized Earth Team Volunteers During Open House
By:  Becka Redding, State Volunteer Coordinator, Oklahoma

//////////////////////////////////////////////

Earth Team Volunteers Monitor the “Father of Waters”

	 Teacher-sponsor for the Jackson Academy Earth Team (Hinds County Field Office) Barbara Neely 
recently took a group of students aboard the “Sweet Olive” tour boat in Vicksburg, Mississippi, to sample 
water quality on the Yazoo and Mississippi Rivers.  Barbara has taught thousands of students in her career 
that taking care of natural resources should be 
a priority in their lives.  This group of students 
learned how the Mississippi River changed its 
course in the late 1800’s due to a flood; how the 
Spanish, French, and Choctaw Native Americans 
fought for a fort high on the bluffs above the 
city of Vicksburg, and how the Mississippi River 
flyaway carries 80 percent of the migratory birds 
in the U.S. 
	 U.S. Fish and Wildlife biologist 
Paul Hartfield, Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality employee Charles 
Cockrell, Jackson County Soil and Water 
Conservation District education specialist Lynn 
Porter discussed nonpoint source pollutants and 
how they affect fish and wildlife in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  Mississippi NRCS public affairs specialist Jeannine May discussed the best management practices 
that landowners and farmers are using along the river to protect water quality.  Students conducted tests for 
phosphates, nitrates, acidity, alkalinity, temperature, and dissolved oxygen.

By: Jeannine May, State Public Affairs Specialist, Mississippi

The Jackson Academy (JA) group is the Earth Team group 
with the longest history of being active in Mississippi



Submitted by: Greg Yakle, District Conservationist, Wisconsin
	
	 Since January 2009, Erik Stevenson, a Geography Major at the University 
of Wisconsin-La Crosse, has been working as an Earth Team volunteer at the 
Onalaska Field Office.  Erik came to us to fulfill an internship requirement at 
UWL and to learn more about Geographic Information Systems (GIS) as it is 
used by NRCS in Wisconsin.
	 Erik volunteers an average of 6 hours per week.  Most of his time 
has been spent creating conservation and soil map layouts for the field office 
customer files.  Erik uses ArcMap GIS software to accomplish these tasks.  Erik 
has also helped out with field surveys and designs using the GPS differential 
receiver to collect data points.  This has been very helpful in getting correct 
distance measurements for such practices as grass waterways and streambank 
protection.
	 Besides his GIS work, Erik has been an asset to the field office creating and organizing customer files.  
Erik will graduate with a geography degree in May and hopes to find a position as a GIS specialist in the public 
or private sector. 

THANK YOU, Jorunn, Mary, and Erik for volunteering your time and talent in Wisconsin!!

Mary Anderson
	 Mary Anderson is an Experience 
Works volunteer working for the Richland 
Center Field Office 18 hours per week. 
Experience Works is a program that enables 
individuals, age 55 and older, to obtain 
training for employment prior to transitioning 
into the workforce.
	 Mary enjoys 
working on the 
computer which gives 
her the opportunity to 
expand her experience 
in a field of work 
that she enjoys.  She 
commends the NRCS 
staff in training and 
providing assistance. 
Her duties include 
scanning and organizing aerial slides of the 
county for wetland determinations.  She has 
learned how to manage files on the computer.

Jorunn Berg
	 Jorunn Berg is an Earth Team 
volunteer that volunteers her time at 
the Eau Claire County Field Office.  
She grew up in the Eau Claire area 
and currently works for Royal Credit 
Union as an assistant teller supervisor 
level two.  She finds time to volunteer 
during her off hours at the credit 
union and during vacations.  Jorrun 
has a Bachelor’s Degree in Biology 
and Environmental Science and is 
interested in conservation.  One day while walking past the 
NW Wisconsin Area office she decided to stop in and see what 
the NRCS does.  She was informed about the Earth Team 
Program and she decided to sign up.  
	 She began volunteering in August of 2008 and has 
volunteered over 125 hours since then.  She has organized 
the 1980-1985 slides into township range and section for 
scanning, completed over 60 reconstitutions, organized 
files, helped with surveying, attended stream restoration 
training and assisted in pulling information for conservation 
compliance.

Jorunn Berg

By:  Betty Stibbe, Retired State Volunteer Coordinator, Wisconsin

Erik Stevenson

Mary Anderson

Office Work to GIS Work, Volunteers  
Making a Difference In Wisconsin

Erik Stevenson



	 Every analysis of effective volunteer efforts concludes the same thing -- the stronger the 
leadership, the more likely the success. 

	 Apart from the specific skills of running a volunteer program, here are some competencies that 
the best volunteer program managers demonstrate:

Ab•	 ility to articulate a positive vision about volunteers; why they are important; what their potential 
might be to our agency.
Understanding the expanding scope of the field of volunteerism, including the many types of •	
community resources that are available.
Strong coordinating skills -- this is a left brain/right brain job with •	
many details to juggle efficiently.
Warmth and a degree of charisma -- potential volunteers are •	
encouraged to join our agency through the image portrayed by the 
supervisor/coordinator of volunteers, this first contact with you.  The 
person must be able to convey  friendliness and efficiency and in 
some cases get to know the recruit well enough to make appropriate 
assignments.
Enthusiasm and energy -- the volunteer supervisor/coordinator creates •	
an atmosphere for the volunteer program, and it must be a lively one.
Comfortable presentation style and public speaking ability -- you will •	
have opportunities to be in the public eye and in front of groups.
Familiarity with community resources that yield a phenomenal return •	
on the investment made by our agency.

	 As leaders of volunteers we know how much difference we make 
in the lives of our volunteers themselves.  We know that they often decide to become involved initially 
because they believe in conservation, but they keep returning because we provide a well managed 
energized environment that consistently treats them with respect and appreciation.  

June Hogg, National 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Award Winner

Volunteer Management Tips from the 2008 National Volunteer 
Coordinator Award Winner - June Hogg, Richmond, VA

By: June Hogg, State Volunteer Coordinator, Virginia


